uit 
POL latte 


Scone ores 


eee 


man 


aut 


i 
wie 
a 


Cree 
foun 
BONA 

WARE 


RRA 
Wi 
ats RIL 
i AE 
Z IVE we 
SAUMUR Wn 
sa 


AE 
i 

SI 

on) 


Pate 
te 


eat 
MA 


ate atzi 


ile 
ON 
i NT Sate 
yy! 
SH 


Eu 
atita 


(Reproduced by permission: Penguin Books Ltd.) 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
AFRICAN 
LITERATURE 


Edited by Simon Gikandi 


Se. 


LONDON AND NEW YORK 


First published 2003 
by Routledge 
11 New Fetter Lane, London EC4P 4EE 
Simultaneously published in the USA and Canada 
by Routledge 
29 West 35th Street, New York, NY 10001 
Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group 
© 2003 Routledge 
Typeset in Baskerville by Taylor & Francis Books Ltd 
Printed and bound in Great Britain by 
TJ International Ltd, Padstow, Cornwall 
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or 
utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now 
known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in 
any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing 
from the publishers. 
British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 
Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data 
Encyclopedia of African literature / edited by Simon Gikandi. 


p. cm. 
Includes bibliographical references and index. 


1. African literature—Encyclopedias. I. Gikandi, Simon. 
PL8010 .E63 2002 
809.896*03—dc21 


2002072757 


ISBN 0-415-23019-5 


Editorial team 
List of contributors 


Introduction 
Acknowledgements 


Contents 
vi Entries A-Z 
a 
xi Index 
XV 


587 


General editor 


Simon Gikandi 
University of Michigan, USA 


Associate editors 


Aida Bamia 
University of Florida, USA 


Editorial team 


Kenneth Harrow 

Michigan State University, USA 

Isabel Hofmeyr 

University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa 
Eileen Julien 

Indiana University, USA 


Ntongela Masilela 
Pitzer College, USA 


List of contributors 


Hédi Abdel-Jaouad 

Skidmore College, USA 

Adéléke Adéèkó 

University of Colorado at Boulder, USA 


Peter F. Alexander 
University of New South Wales, Australia 


Roger Allen 

University of Pennsylvannia, USA 
Apollo O. Amoko 

University of Florida, USA 

Susan Z. Andrade 

University of Pittsburgh, USA 
David Attwell 

Universiy of Natal, South Africa 


Ousmane Ba 
University of Gabon, Libreville, Gabon 


F. Odun Balogun 
Delaware State University, USA 


Aida A. Bamia 

University of Florida, USA 
Carole M. Beckett 

University of Natal, South Africa 
Sid Ahmed Benraouane 
University of Minnesota, USA 
Ann Biersteker 

Yale University, USA 


Stephen Bishop 
University of New Mexico, USA 


Debra S. Boyd-Buggs 
Winston-Salem State University, USA 


Emmanuel Chiwome 
University of Zimbabwe, Zimbabwe 


Magali Compan 
University of Michigan, USA 


John Conteh-Morgan 
Ohio State University, USA 


Brenda Cooper 
University of Cape Town, South Africa 


Eleni Coundouriotis 
University of Connecticut, USA 


Gaurav Desai 
Tulane University, USA 


Samba Diop 

Harvard University, USA 
André Djiffack 

University of Oregon, USA 
Neil Doshi 

University of Michigan, USA 
Kandioura Drame 
University of Virginia, USA 


Dorothy Driver 
University of Cape Town, South Africa 


Maureen N. Eke 
Central Michigan University, USA 


Frieda Ekotto 

University of Michigan, USA 
Ernest Emenyonu 
University of Michigan, USA 


Rasheed El-Enany 
University of Exeter, UK 


x List of contributors 


Farouk Topan 
SOAS, University of London, UK 


Marie L. Umeh 
CUNY, USA 
M. Vambe 


University of Zimbabwe, Zimbabwe 


Jean-Marie Volet 
University of Western Australia, Australia 


Adebayo Williams 
Savannah College of Art and Design, USA 


Nana Wilson-Tagoe 

University of London, UK 

Christopher Wise 

Western Washington University, USA 

Clarisse Zimra 

Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, USA 


Introduction 


Overview 


African literature has been defined by several 
dominant threads and accompanying paradoxes. 
In both its oral and written forms it has a long 
history rooted in the continent’s famous storytelling 
and performance traditions, and its classical 
civilizations are as old as that of any other 
geographic region of the world. The linguistic 
traditions of Africa are ancient, dating back to the 
Egypt of the pharaohs, the Carthage of the 
Romans, the Sudanese empires, the Eastern 
Christian traditions of Ethiopia, the kingdoms of 
the Lakes region and southern Africa, and the 
Islamic heritage of West and Eastern Africa. Yet it is 
only in twentieth century, especially its last half, that 
African literature became an institutionalized 
subject of study and debate in the institutions of 
education and interpretation. Thus, African litera- 
ture has the sense of being simultaneously old, 
almost timeless in its themes and forms, and new, 
the latest addition to global literary culture. Written 
and oral literature in Africa is now associated with 
the continent’s drive for freedom from foreign 
domination and the search for a common identity. 
Yet the most powerful and compelling literary texts 
are associated with some of the most catastrophic 
events in the history of the continent, most notably 
slavery and colonialism. The first African writers in 
the European languages in the eighteenth century 
were slaves, or former slaves, who turned to writing 
to assert their own humanity, reclaim the memories 
lost in the process of enslavement, or affirm their 
new identities in the enslaving cultures. At the same 
time, the foundations of a modern African 
literature were laid by the process of colonization. 
In fact, it was the institutions of colonialism, most 


notably Christianity, the school, and later the 
university, which enabled the production of what 
are now the dominant forms of African literature. 

It is, of course, true that forms of creative 
expression developed in Africa outside the orbit of 
colonialism and that the continent's living heritage 
of oral literature bears witness to this autonomous 
tradition; it is also true that literatures in ancient 
African languages such as Arabic and Geez 
emerged outside the tutelage of colonialism. 
However, it was during the high colonial period 
in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries that 
written literature spread across the continent and 
became an important ingredient of its cultural 
geography. The major periods of African literary 
history have been associated with the colonial 
encounter and its aftermath. Still, this association 
between colonialism and the production of African 
literature calls attention to an irony that has to be 
considered one of the key features of the continent’s 
literary history: while the majority of African 
writers were the products of colonial institutions, 
they turned to writing to oppose colonialism, 
especially its political, cultural, and social programs 
and practices, or to question the central claims in its 
doctrine of rule and conquest. It is not accidental 
that the most significant period in the history of 
African literature, the first half of the twentieth 
century, was also the great age of African 
nationalism in both the continent and its diaspora. 
African literature seemed to reach its high point 
with the two decades of decolonization, the 1950s 
and 1960s, when the majority of African countries 
became independent of their European colonizers. 
Literature celebrated the coming into being of the 
new African nation and the assertion of a new 
culture and identity. 
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By the late 1960s, it was apparent that the 
narrative of independence was not the utopian 
moment many writers and intellectuals had antici- 
pated and celebrated. Contrary to expectations, 
decolonization did not represent a radical break 
with the colonial past; rather, the institutions of 
colonialism seemed to persist and thrive and to 
become Africanized. Intellectuals and writers un- 
happy with the continued domination of African 
countries by Western political and economical 
interests conceived literature to represent the crisis 
of decolonization and to imagine ways out of it. In 
effect, amidst what later came to be known, in the 
1980s and 1990s, as the crisis of postcoloniality, 
creative writing and other forms of cultural 
expression continued to bear witness to the 
changing nature of African societies and cultures 
in the age of globalization. If literature has become 
important to the study of Africa’s history and 
culture in a variety of disciplines ranging from 
anthropology to natural science, it is because it 
constitutes an indelible record of the continent’s 
long past, its complicated present, and its future 
possibilities. 

In calling attention to the dominant threads and 
paradoxes of African literature, there is always the 
danger that the diversity of the continent and its 
complicated history will be subsumed by the desire 
for a larger narrative of culture and society. It is 
perhaps the case that one of the lasting legacies of 
the association between literature and cultural self- 
assertion is the emergence and consolidation of a 
master narrative of African literature. But beneath 
this larger story, the cultural geography of African 
literature is defined by multiple traditions and 
contexts. The fact is that while it is easier to talk 
about a unified literature, creativity on the 
conunent takes place in hundreds of languages, 
draws on thousands of diverse ethnic, national, seal 
regional traditions; Africa is a continent of many 
countries, religions, polities, and styles. The En- 
gdopedia of African Literature is intended to capture 
these diverse traditions while at the same time 
recognizing the things they share in common. 


Purpose and structure of the encyclopedia 


The Encyclopedia of African Literature is a large-scale 


work of over 350,000 words covering important 


aspects of African literature produced in all the 
major languages. It contains almost 700 entries on 
the major historical and cultural issues concerning 
the study of African literature, the theoretical and 
critical issues that have affected its interpretation, 
and the movements and institutions that have 
governed its development as a field of scholarship. 
Because the work is intended to be the most 
comprehensive reference work on African literature 
to date, it focuses as much on established writers 
and their texts as on newer and lesser-known 
writers. The purpose of the encyclopedia is to 
provide a comprehensive body of knowledge on 
African literature from the earliest times to the 
present. The intention is to produce a work that 
will be both an essential resource for teaching and 
an invaluable companion to independent study, a 
reliable source of facts and features on African 
literature, and a solid guide for further study. 
African literature has become a major ingredient 
of scholarship and teaching on Africa across the 
disciplines. It is regularly used in courses in non- 
literary disciplines such as history, anthropology, 
sociology, and even environmental studies and the 
health sciences. The encyclopedia will hence be an 
important reference work for students of African 
literature and non-specialists in other disciplines. 
This point was kept in mind in the writing of the 
general and individual entries. While there have 
been numerous reference works on African litera- 
ture in the last thirty years, the goal of the 
encyclopedia is to produce an accurate and up-to- 
date compendium of knowledge on literary culture 
on the continent. The information contained in the 
entries is hence the latest on authors, texts, and 
contexts. While the information presented in the 
entries is based on established facts, it is also 
presented with an awareness of changing practices 
in literary and cultural scholarship, of theoretical 
developments in African literature, and of the 
significance of local traditions, contexts, writers, 
and movements on global literary studies. It is the 
aim of the encyclopedia to provide local knowledge 
about African literature but within the context of 
regional and global knowledge. 
The greatest period of literary production in 
een sm) i in the twentieth century and, for 
Praon, majority of entries in the encyclo- 
pedia will be from this phase. Nevertheless, the 


encyclopedia aims to reach back in time to account 
for the significance of earlier periods of writing and 
oral literature, eras that constitute an important 
background to modern African literature. Wher- 
ever possible, overview entries are intended to 
establish vital connections between traditions of 
literary production in Africa across time and space. 
In addition to specific topics, writers, and histories, 
the encyclopedia includes entries on major literary 
movements such as negritude and pan-Africanism, 
key regional literary traditions, literatures in major 
African languages, and institutions of literary 
production such as newspapers and publishing 
houses. The encyclopedia is being published at a 
time when there is a rethinking or re-evaluation of 
knowledge about Africa and in the context of 
dramatic changes in the nature of the disciplines, 
institutions, and technologies of representation that 
have shaped the study of the continent in the past. 
For this reason, entries on general themes and 
major authors have striven to be sensitive to the 
historical context in which African literature has 
been produced, of changing debates about its 
interpretation, and its relation to international 
intellectual movements such as Marxism and 
feminism, structuralism and poststructuralism, 
postmodernism and postcolonialism. The encyclo- 
pedia contains extensive biographical references to 
African writers with information about their 
professional lives, wherever available, and brief 
descriptions of their major works and primary 
themes and the significance of their contribution to 
African literature. Entries, which range in length 
from a few lines to around 3,000 words, have been 
organized alphabetically for general ease of access. 
The entries are self-contained but they have been 
extensively cross-referenced. Suggestions for further 
reading are included at the end of most entries. 


Readership 


The encyclopedia is intended to be a starting point 
for the wider exploration of African literature and 
not an end in itself. For this reason, it has been 
targeted at readers who are either discovering 
African literature for the first time or who are 
seeking facts on topics, writers, and movements. 
The encyclopedia has been conceived as an aid to 
the study of African literature, the source of highly 
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differentiated contextual information through 
which a variety of users can supplement or initiate 
work in African literature- The structure and 
organization of the encyclopedia and the sugges- 
tions for further reading which follow most entries 
are designed to be of optimum use to potential 
users, including students in other disciplines who 
are seeking a new way of thinking about African 
questions, or teachers of African studies who are 
increasingly required to teach outside their own 
areas of specialization. The encyclopedia is also 
directed at general readers who may have an 
interest in African studies and those who see 
African literature as an important point of entry 
into the complex histories of the continent. 


Criteria for selection 


From its conception, one of the challenges facing 
the editor of this encyclopedia was the range of 
criteria to be used in the selection of entries, given 
the extensive cultural geography of Africa and its 
complex literary and linguistic traditions. Faced 
with the difficulties of containing African literature 
in one volume, previous editors of reference works 
have tended either to limit themselves to one 
linguistic tradition (Arabic, English, and French) or 
to divide the continent into North and sub-Saharan 
Africa. Each of these choices has tended to create a 
false sense of African literary history and cultural 
geography, ignoring the fact that, in spite of real 
geographic and linguistic divisions, writers have 
been in conversation with one another across 
boundaries and traditions. For this reason, this 
encyclopedia has sought to encompass many 
literary traditions in one volume. Since Routledge 
has already published a two-volume Encyclopedia of 
Arabic Literature, one with an obvious focus on the 
ancient and classical traditions, the editor decided 
to concentrate on Arabic literature in the modern 
period. Readers seeking information on older 
literary genres are advised to refer to the 
Encyclopedia of Arabic Literature. 

In the a not all the goals and ambitions of this 
project were fulfilled. While it was our goal to 
include biographical entries on almost all writers on 
the continent, African literature is such an extensive 
and continuously expanding field that some writers 
may have fallen through the cracks. In addition, 
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Africa produces new writers every year and our 
efforts to keep up with new developments have not 
always been successful. While we have striven to 
include the most accurate details about writers’ 
lives and careers, information was not always 
available or accessible as the project went to press 

Sometimes there were significant Gyfoes 
even as the project went to press. Some significant 
writers such as Léopold Sédar Senghor, Francis 
Bebey, and Mongo Beti died just as the project was 

about to go to press, and we could not trace the 
death dates of a few writers who, judging from their 


birth dates, are obviously dead. One of the most 
significant achievements of this project was the 
attention paid to writers in African languages who 
have often been neglected in previous reference 
works. We have included entries on major African 
language literatures and authors, but we are also 
aware that some linguistic traditions are not 
represented here. This omission has nothing to do 
with lack of space or any sense of canonici 
significance; it simply reflects our Pee d 
specialists working in those traditions. 
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